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I T ’ S  S H O W T I M E

The Circle of Fifths

The Circle of Fifths diagram shows the clock-
wise arrangement of major keys in an order of 
ascending fifths for sharp key signatures. With 
each added sharp the key advances five letter 
names and the tonic moves up a perfect fifth.

Flat keys are presented in an order of descending 
fifths. With each added flat the key moves back 
five letter names and the tonic moves down a 
perfect fifth.
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